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ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS

2009-2012 PhD in Educational Sciences, Free University of Brussels (VUB)
Funded by the Fund for Scientific Research (FWO) Flanders, Belgium

Thesis title:  ‘Experiences  of Place and Neighbourhood in Later  Life.  Developing
Age-Friendly Communities’ (Viva June 26, 2012, No corrections) 

2004-2006 Master in Educational Sciences, Free University of Brussels (VUB) 
First Class Honours, top 2%

2003-2004 Bachelor in Educational Sciences, Free University of Brussels (VUB) 
First Class Honours, top 1%

2000-2003   Degree in Social Work, University College Ghent 
First Class Honours, top 5%

ACADEMIC POSTS

Present appointment

2016 to date ESRC  Future  Leader  Researcher,  School  of  Social  Sciences,  the  University  of
Manchester, UK

Previous appointments

2015-2016 Research  Fellow,  Ambition  for  Ageing  Programme,  School  of  Social  Sciences,
University of Manchester, UK

2013-2015 EU Marie  Curie  Research  Fellow,  School  of  Social  Sciences,  the  University  of
Manchester

2012-2013 Lecturer in Educational Sciences, Free University of Brussels (VUB) and (split post)
Research Fellow, Manchester Institute for Collaborative Research on Ageing 

2009-2012 PhD Researcher,  Free  University  of  Brussels,  funded by  the  Fund for  Scientific
Research (FWO), Belgium

2006-2008 Research Associate and Teaching Assistant in Educational Sciences, Free University
of Brussels (VUB)

Visiting appointments

2013 to date Visiting Fellow, Free University of Brussels (VUB)

2016 Visiting Research Fellow Australian National University (ANU)

2010 to 2016 Visiting Lecturer, Anton de Kom University of Suriname

2010-2014: Visiting Fellow, Keele University

MEMBERSHIP OF ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL BODIES

 British Society of Gerontology (BSG) (Executive member)
 Gerontological Society of America (GSA)
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 British Sociological Association (BSA)
 World Health Organisation Global Network of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities (Affliate

member)

A.  RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL STANDING

1. Publications 

Citations since 2012 (Google Scholar): 677 – h-index: 15 – i10-index: 20 

Academia: Top 1-3% of the site by page views per month

(Co-)authored Books

Buffel, T. (2012)  Experiences of place and neighbourhood in later life: Developing age-friendly
communities. Brussels: VUBPRESS Brussels University Press.

De Witte, N., De Donder, L., Dury, S., Smetcoren, A., Brosens, Buffel, T., Dierckx, E. and Verté,
D.  (2013)  Samen  de  stoep  op.  Over  sociale  cohesie  en  ouderen  [Social  cohesion  and
population ageing]. Gent: Provincie Oost-Vlaanderen [In Dutch]. 

De Witte, N., Smetcoren, A. S., De Donder, L., Dury, S., Buffel, T., Kardol, M. J. M. and Verté, D.
(2012) Een huis? Een thuis! Over ouderen en wonen [A house? A home! Older people and
their living environment]. Brugge: Vanden Broele [In Dutch].

Verté, D., Dury, S., De Donder, L., Buffel, T. and De Witte, N. (2011) Doe mee. Over ouderen en
maatschappelijke  participatie  [Older  people  and  social  participation].  Brugge:
Provinciebestuur West-Vlaanderen [In Dutch]. 

Verté, D., De Mette, T., De Pauw, W., De Witte, N., De Donder, L., Buffel, T., Dury, S., Lobelle, I.
and Elias,  W.  (2010)  Klaar? Actie.  Over  ouderen en  cultuurparticipatie  [Ready? Action.
Older people and cultural participation]. Brugge: Vanden Broele [In Dutch].

Edited Books

Buffel, T., Handler, S. and Phillipson, C. (eds) (2018, January) Age-friendly communities: A global
perspective. Bristol: Policy Press. 

Buffel,  T.  (2015) (ed)  Researching age-friendly  communities.  Stories  from older  people as  co-
investigators. Manchester: The University of Manchester Library. 

Academic Journal Articles

Under submission

Buffel, T. Challenges and opportunities of co-research with older people. International Journal of
Social Research Methodology.

Buffel, T. Co-production with older people. Researching age-friendly communities. Submitted to
Ageing&Society. 

Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. A manifesto for age-friendly communities: Developing a new urban
agenda. Submitted to Journal of Aging & Social Policy.

2017

Remillard-Boilard, S., Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. (2017) Involving older residents in age-friendly
developments: From information to co-production mechanisms.  Journal of Housing for the
Elderly, 31(2): 146-159.

2016

Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. (2016) Can global cities be ‘age-friendly cities’? Urban development
and ageing populations. Cities, 55: 94-100. 

2015
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Buffel,  T.  (2015) Ageing migrants  and the creation of home: Mobility  and the maintenance of
transnational  ties.  Population,  Space  and  Place,  Article  first  published  online:  27  OCT
2015DOI: 10.1002/psp.1994. 

De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Dury, S., Buffel, T., Brosens, D., Smetcoren, A-S., Van Regenmortel,
S. and Verte, D. (2015) Feelings of unsafety among older people: Psychometric properties of
the EFU-scale. Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences, 191: 1095-1101. 

Dury, S., De Donder, L., De Witte, T.,  Buffel, T. and Verté, D. (2015) To volunteer or not: The
influence  of  individual  characteristics,  resources,  and  social  factors  on  the  likelihood  of
volunteering by older adults. Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 44(6): 1107-1128.

2014

Buffel,  T.,  De Donder,  L.,  Phillipson,  C.,  Dury,  S.,  De Witte,  N.  and Verte,  D.  (2014) Social
participation  among  older  adults  living  in  medium-sized  cities  in  Belgium:  The  role  of
neighbourhood perceptions. Health Promotion International, 29(4): 655-668.

Buffel,  T.,  De Donder,  L.,  Phillipson,  C.,  De Witte,  N.,  Dury,  S.  and Verte,  D.  (2014)  Place
attachment  among older adults  living in four communities  in Flanders,  Belgium.  Housing
Studies, 29(6): 800-822. 

Buffel, T., McGarry, P., Phillipson, C., De Donder, L., Dury, S., De Witte, N., Smetcoren, A. and
Verte, D. (2014) Developing age-friendly cities: Case studies from Brussels and Manchester
and implications for policy and practice. Journal of Aging & Social Policy, 26(1-2): 52-72. 

Buffel, T., De Backer, F, Peeters, J., Phillipson, Kindekens, A., De Donder, L. and Lombaerts, K.
(2014)  Promoting  sustainable  communities  through  intergenerational  practice.  Procedia-
Social and Behavioral Sciences, 116: 1785-1791.

Dury, S., Willems, J., De Witte, N., De Donder, L.,  Buffel, T. and Verté, D. (2014) Municipality
and neighbourhood influences on volunteering in later life.  Journal of Applied Gerontology,
35(6): 601-626.

Peeters, J., De Backer, F., Buffel, T., Kindekens, A., Struyven, Zhu, C. and Lombaerts, K. (2014)
Adult learners’ informal learning experiences in formal education setting.  Journal of Adult
Development, 21(3): 181-192. 

Van Cauwenberg, J., De Donder, L., Clarys, P., De Bourdeaudhui, I.,  Buffel,  T.,  De Witte,  N.,
Dury,  S.,  Verté,  D.  and  Deforche,  B.  (2014)  Relationships  between  the  perceived
neighbourhood social environment and walking for transportation among older adults. Social
Science & Medicine, 104: 23-30. 

Van Cauwenberg, J., De Donder, L, Clarys, P., De Bourdeaudhuij, I., Owen, N., Buffel, T., Verte,
D.,  Deforche,  B.  (2014)  Relationships  of  individual,  social,  and  physical  environmental
factors with older adults'  television viewing time.  Journal of Aging and Physical Activity,
22(4): 508-517.

2013

Buffel,  T.,  Phillipson,  C.  and  Scharf,  T.  (2013)  Experiences  of  neighbourhood  exclusion  and
inclusion among older people living in deprived inner-city areas in Belgium and England.
Ageing & Society, 33(1): 89-109. 

De Witte, N., Gobbens, R., De Donder, L., Dury, S., Buffel, T., Schols, J. and Verté, D. (2013) The
comprehensive frailty assessment instrument: Development, validity and reliability. Geriatric
Nursing, 34(4): 274-281.

De Witte, N., Gobbens, R., De Donder, L., Dury, S., Buffel, T., Verté, D. and Schols, J. (2013)
Validation  of  the  comprehensive  frailty  assessment  instrument  against  the  Tilburg  Frailty
Indicator. European Geriatric Medicine, 4(4): 248-254.

De Witte, N., De Donder, L., Dury, S., Buffel, T., Verté, D. and Schols, J. (2013) A theoretical
perspective on the conceptualisation and usefullness of frailty and vulnerability measurements
in community dwelling older persons. The Nursing Journal, 5(1): 13-21.

Van Cauwenberg, J., Clarys, P., De Bourdeaudhuij, I., Van Holle, V., Verte, D., De Witte, N., De
Donder,  L.,  Buffel,  T.,  Dury,  S.  and Deforche,  B. (2013) Older adults’  transportation for
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walking:  A  cross-sectional  study  on  the  cumulative  influence  of  physical  environmental
factors. International Journal of Health Geographics, 12: 37.

Verte, D., Verte, E., De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Dury, S. Smetcoren A-S. and Buffel, T. (2013)
Participatie  van  ouderen  aan  lokaal  beleid  [Older  people’s  participation  in  local  policy].
Geron, 15(1): 9-12.  

2012
Buffel, T., Phillipson, C. and Scharf, T. (2012) Ageing in urban environments: Developing age-

friendly cities. Critical Social Policy, 32(4): 597-617. 
Buffel, T., Verte, D., De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Dury, S., Vanwing, T. and Bolsenbroek, A.

(2012) Theorising the relationship between older people and their  immediate social  living
environment. International Journal of Lifelong Education, 31(1): 13-32. 

De Backer, F., Lombaerts, K., De Mette, T., Buffel, T. and Elias, W. (2012) Creativity in artistic
education: Introducing artists  into primary schools.  International Journal of Art & Design
Education, 31(1): 53-66. 

De Donder,  L.,  Buffel,  T.,  De Witte,  N.,  Dury,  S.  and Verté,  D.  (2012) Perceptual  quality  of
neighbourhood design and feelings of unsafety. Ageing & Society, 33(6): 917-937.

De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Buffel, T., Dury, S. and Verté, D. (2012) Social capital and feelings of
unsafety in later life: A study on the influence of social networks, place attachment and civic
participation on perceived safety. Research on Aging, 34(4): 425-448. 

De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Dury, S., Buffel, T. and Verté, D. (2012) Individual risk factors of
feelings of unsafety in later life. European Journal of Ageing, 9(3): 233-242. 

Van Cauwenberg, J., Clarys, P., De Bourdeaudhui, I., De Witte,  N., De Donder, L., Buffel,  T.,
Dury,  S.  and Deforche,  B.  (2012)  Physical  environmental  factors  related  to  walking and
cycling in older adults: The Belgian Ageing Studies. BMC Public Health, 12(1): 142. 

2011
Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. (2011) Experiences of place among older migrants living in inner-city

neighbourhoods in Belgium and England. Diversité Urbaine, 11(1): 13-37. 
Buffel,  T.,  Demeere,  S.,  De  Donder,  L.  and  Verté,  D.  (2011)  Ouderen  aan  het  woord  over

verbondenheid met de buurt [Older people and their connectedness to the neighbourhood].
Tijdschrift voor Sociologie, 32(1): 59-87 [In Dutch]. 

2010
Buffel, T., Devos, T. and Verté, D. (2010) Sociaal kapitaal van ervaringsdeskundigen in de armoede

en sociale  uitsluiting [The social  capital  of people with experiences of poverty and social
exclusion]. Welzijnsgids, 76: 1-22 [In Dutch].

Buffel,  T.,  Verté,  D.,  Vyncke,  V.  and  Willems,  S.  (2010)  Netwerken,  vertrouwen  en
wederkerigheid: Over de complexiteit van het concept sociaal kapitaal [Social networks, trust
and reciprocity: About the complexity of social capital]. Welzijnsgids, 75: 1-36 [In Dutch] .

De  Donder,  L.,  Verté,  D.,  De  Witte,  N.,  Buffel,  T.  and  Dury,  S.  (2010)  Reflections  about
interventions and strategies on increasing feelings of safety in later life. International Journal
of Social Sciences and Humanity Studies, 2(1): 83-89. 

De  Witte,  N.,  Buffel,  T.,  De  Donder,  L.,  Dury,  S.  and  Verté,  D.  (2010)  Sociaal  kapitaal  en
eenzaamheid. Het belang van netwerken voor thuiswonende zestigplussers [Social capital and
loneliness: The importance of social networks in old age]. Welzijnsgids, 76: 1-20 [In Dutch].

Vonck, E., Verté, D., De Donder, L., Buffel, T., De Witte, N. and Dury, S. (2010) Older people and
sport: Looking beyond the health perspective.  International Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanity Studies, 2(1): 9-16. 

Vyncke,  V.,  Willems,  S.  and Buffel,  T.  (2010) Sociaal  kapitaal,  gezondheid en welzijn  [Social
capital, health and wellbeing]. Welzijnsgids, 75: 1-17 [In Dutch].

2009

Buffel, T., De Donder, L., De Witte, N. and Verté, D. (2009) Ouderen en hun buurt: Betekenissen
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van fysieke, sociale en psychologische aspecten van de leefomgeving [Older people and their
neighbourhood:  physical,  social  and psychological  dimensions  of the living  environment].
Management in Lokale Besturen, 79(6B): 1-32 [In Dutch].

De Donder, L., Buffel, T.,  Verté, D., Dury, S. and De Witte, N. (2009) Feelings of insecurity in
context: Theoretical perspectives for studying fear of crime in late life. International Journal
of Economics and Finance, 1(1): 1-19.

Books Chapters

In press

Buffel, T., Handler, S. and Phillipson, C. (2018, January) Introduction: Developing age-friendly
cities and communities. A global perspective. In Buffel, T., Handler, S. and Phillipson, C.
(eds) Age-friendly cities and communities: A global perspective. Bristol: Policy Press. 

Buffel,  T.,  Thomese,  F.  and  Phillipson,  C.  (2018,  January)  Neighbourhood  change,  social
inequalities and age-friendly communities. In Buffel, T., Handler, S. and Phillipson, C. (eds)
Age-friendly cities and communities: A global perspective. Bristol: Policy Press.

Buffel,  T.,  Handler,  S.  and  Phillipson,  C.  (2018,  January)  Developing  age-friendly  cities  and
communities: A manifesto for change. In Buffel, T., Handler, S. and Phillipson, C. (eds) Age-
friendly cities and communities: A global perspective. Bristol: Policy Press. 

Buffel,  T.  and Phillipson, C. (2018, January) Globalization and urban ageing:  New agendas for
geographical gerontology. In Skinner, M., Andrews, G. and Cutchin, M.P. (eds) Geographical
Gerontology: Concepts and Approaches, pp. 125-138, New York: Routledge. 

2017

Buffel,  T.,  Skyrme,  J.  and Phillipson,  C. (2017) Connecting research with social  responsibility.
Developing “age-friendly” communities in Manchester, UK. In Shek, D. and Hollister,  R.
(eds)  University  social  responsibility  and quality  of  life.  Concepts and experiences  in the
global world, Singapore: Springer.  

2016

Buffel, T., McGarry, P., Phillipson, C., De Donder, L., Dury, S., De Witte, N., Smetcoren, A. and
Verte, D. (2016) Developing age-friendly cities: Case Studies from Brussels and Manchester.
In Fitzgerald,  K.G. and Caro,  F.G.  (eds)  International  perspectives  on age-friendly cities.
New York: Routledge. 

Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. (2016) Constructions of home among first generation migrants living
in Belgium and England. In Nare, L. and Walsh, K. (eds)  Re-thinking home. Transnational
migration and older age. New York: Routledge, pp 63-74.  

2015

Buffel, T., McGarry, P., Phillipson, C., De Donder, L., Dury, S., De Witte, N., Smetcoren, A. and
Verté,  D.  (2015)  Developing  age-friendly  cities  in  Brussels  and  Manchester.  In  Sanchez
Gonzalez and Rodriguez-Rodriguez (eds)  Environmental Gerontology in Europe and Latin
America. New York: Springer, pp 277-296.

2014

Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. (2014) Negotiating urban space: Contested generational and ethnic
boundaries.  In  Vanderbeck,  R.M.  and  Worth,  N.  (eds)  Intergenerational  space.  London:
Routledge, pp 314-328. 

Dury, S., De Witte, N., Buffel, T., Smetcoren, A-S., Brosens, D., Verte, E., De Donder, L. and
Verte,  D.  (2014)  L’engagement  à  la  retraite  vu  de  Flandre.  Quelques  enseignements  des
Belgian Ageing Studies. In Moulaert, T. Carbonelles, S. and Nisen, L. (eds) Le vieillissement
actif dans tous ses éclats. Louvain: Presses universitaires de Louvain, pp 109-124 [In French].

2013

De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Verté, D., Dury, S., Buffel, T., Smetcoren, A., Brosens, D. and Verté,
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E. (2013) Developing evidence-based age-friendly policies: A participatory research project.
In SAGE research methods cases. London: SAGE Publications.

De Witte, N., Buffel, T., Smetcoren, A., De Donder, L., Dury, S. and Verté, D. (2013) Zo lang
mogelijk  thuis  in  een  leeftijdsvriendelijke  buurt  [Ageing  at  home  in  an  age-friendly
neighbourhood]. In Moerenhout, M., Demeester, R. and Sieren, R. (eds) Levens lopen anders.
Over actief ouder worden. Brussel: Vlaamse ouderenraad, pp 77-104 [In Dutch].

Scharf, T., Buffel, T. and Phillipson, C. (2013)  Erfahrungen mit der sozialräumlichen Exklusion
und  Inklusion  älterer  Menschen  in  sozialbenachteiligten  innerstädtischen  Nachbarschaften
von  Belgien  und  England  [Social  exclusion  and  inclusion  among  older  people  living  in
disadvantaged  neighbourhoods  in  England and Belgium].  In  Bauer,  U.  (ed)  Jahrbuch für
kritische Medizin und Gesundheitswissenschaften. Hamburg, 48, pp 47-70 [In German]. 

2011

Buffel,  T.,  De Donder,  L.,  Dury,  S.,  De Witte,  N.  and Verté,  D.  (2011) De buurt.  Kansen en
beperkingen van de stad voor het proces van goed ouder worden [The role of neighbourhoods
in shaping opportunities  and constraints  to age well].  In Cockx, F.,  et  al.  (eds)  Handboek
sociaal-cultureel werken met volwassenen. Gent: Academia Press, pp 444-455 [In Dutch].

2012

Buffel, T., Dury, S., De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Smetcoren, A. and Verté, D. (2012) Achieving
social cohesion through intergenerational practice. In De Jongh, H., Hindson, J. and Burnell,
J. (eds) Nature for care. Care for nature. Brussels: European Commission, pp 21-23.

2009
Buffel, T., Verté, D., De Donder, L., De Witte, N. and Dury, S. (2009) The social environment as

potential expression of human agency: A gerontological perspective. In Balci, A., Aktan, C.,
Toprak, M. and Yay, T. (eds) Readings in Social Sciences. Izmir: Social Sciences Research
Society, pp 423-438. 

De Donder, L., Buffel, T., Verté, D. and De Witte, N. (2009) Fear of crime among the elderly: A
social capital perspective. In Katsas, G. (ed), Sociology in a changing world: Challenges and
perspectives. Athens: ATINER, pp 93-107.

De Donder, L., Buffel, T.,  Verté, D., Dury, S. and De Witte, N. (2009) Feelings of insecurity in
context: Theoretical perspectives for studying fear of crime in late life. In Balci, A., Savasan,
F.  and Ozkivrak,  O.  (eds)  Public  economics,  public  management  & public  policy.  Izmir:
Social Sciences Research Society, pp 137-152.

Dury,  S.,  Verté,  D.,  De  Donder,  L.,  De  Witte,  N.  and  Buffel,  T.  (2009)  Assessing  cultural
participation in later life:  The impact  of socio-demographic variables,  physical  health and
urbanisation.  In  Balci,  A.,  Aktan,  C.,  Toprak,  M.  and  Yay,  T.  (eds)  Readings  in  social
sciences. Izmir: Social Sciences Research society, pp 439-454.

2008
Buffel,  T.,  Verté,  D.,  De  Donder,  L.  and  De  Witte,  N.  (2008)  Exploring  the  links  between

conceptions  of  the  neighbourhood  and  gerontological  research  perspectives.  In  Balci,  C.,
Aktan, C. and Dalbay, O. (eds)  Studies on social sciences.  Izmir: Social Sciences Research
Society, pp 221-234.

2007
Buffel, T., Vanwing, T. and Verté, D. (2007) Making meaning of social-cultural adult education. In

Giannakaki,  M.S.  (ed),  The  Teacher  and  the  teaching  profession:  Current  research  and
international issues. Athens: ATINER, pp 389-403.

Vanwing,  T.,  Wolfgang,  J.,  Knockaert,  J.,  Buffel,  T.  and Verté,  D.  (2007) Investigating  socio-
cultural  adult  educators.  A  survey  on  professionals:  Beliefs,  experiences  and  context.  In
Giannakaki,  M.S.  (ed),  The  teacher  and  the  teaching  profession:  Current  research  and
international issues. Athens: ATINER, pp 377-389.
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Professional Journal Articles (Selected)

Smetcoren, A.-S., Buffel, T., De Witte, N., De Donder, L., Dury, S., Kardol, M.J.M. and Verte, D.
(2013)  Een  huis?  Een  thuis!  Over  ouderen  en  wonen  [About  ageing  and  the  living
environment],  Courant  Magazine,  Tijdschrift  van  de  Liberale  Beweging  voor
Volksontwikkeling, 31(1): 7-9.

Buffel, T. and Verté, D. (2008) Local social networks and older people: Help and support systems
or expressions of active citizenship? European Infonet Adult education, Available online at:
http://www.infonet-ae.eu/en/articles/local-social-networks-and-the-elderly-help-and-support-
systems-or-expressions-of-active-citizenship-0572

Official Reports

Between  2008  and  2013,  I  (co)-authored  52  commissioned  reports [In  Dutch]  published  by
Academic and Scientific Publishers (Full list available upon request).

Review Articles

Buffel, T., Rémillard-Boilard, S. and Phillipson, C. (2015) Social isolation among older people in
urban areas. A review of the literature for the Ambition for Ageing Programme in Greater
Manchester, Manchester: Manchester Institute for Collaborative Research on Ageing.

Buffel, T. (2011) Book review ‘Community and ageing: Maintaining quality of life in housing with
care settings’, Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, 26, 3: 393-395. 

Publications in Conference Proceedings

Dierckx,  E.,  Dury,  S.,  Verte,  D.,  De  Donder,  L.,  De  Witte,  N.  and  Buffel,  T.  (2011)  The
socioemotional selectivity theory: Findings from the Belgian Ageing Studies,  International
psychogeriatrics, 23: 316-317.

De Donder, L., De Witte, N., Dury, S., Buffel, T. and Verte, D. (2010) Feelings of insecurity and
vulnerability: Is the association different between older age groups?  The Fourth European
Nursing Congress: Older Persons and the Future of Care, Rotterdam, The Netherlands. 

Buffel, T., Verté, D., De Donder, L. and De Witte, N. (2009) Conceptualizing the neighbourhood as
a dynamic social space: Recognizing older people as actors in placemaking. Proceedings ESA
2009, 9th conference of European Sociological Association, Lisbon, Portugal. 

Buffel, T., D., De Donder, L, Verté, D. and De Witte, N. (2008) Prisoners or liberators of space?
The  relationship  between  neighbourhood  and  community:  A  gerontological  perspective.
Proceedings 2nd International Conference on Sociology 2008, ATINER, Athens. 

Other Publications: Research

Buffel, T. and Doran, P. (2017)  Translating research into action.  Involving older people in co-
producing  knowledge  about  age-friendly  neighbourhood  interventions.  Manchester:
Manchester Institute for Collaborative Research on Ageing. 

Other Publications: Audio-Visual Media

Buffel,  T.  (executive producer)  and Hewson, C. (2015).  Researching age-friendly cities.  A film
funded  by  the  school  of  social  sciences,  The  University  of  Manchester.  Available  at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXELgwHQ34o
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2. Research Grants Awarded

Year Role Award title Funder Value
2017-
2020

CO-PI Funded PhD CASE studentship ‘Growing old 
in the city: Researching social isolation’

Humanities Strategic 
Investment Fund
(H-SIF)

£45,909

2016-
2019

PI Future Research Leaders Award
‘Urban ageing and social exclusion’

Economic and Social 
Research Council UK 
(ESRC)

£270,000

2013-
2015

PI Intra-European Marie Curie  Individual 
Fellowship ‘Researching age-friendly 
communities in Manchester’

European Research 
Council

€231,283

2008-
2012

PI FWO PhD research award ‘Experiences of 
place, neighbourhood and community in later 
life’

Fund for Scientific 
Research, Belgium 
(FWO)

€153,000

2015-
2016

PI Seedcorn Award: ‘Translating research into 
action: Involving older people in co-producing 
knowledge about age-friendly neighbourhood 
interventions’

Manchester Institute for 
Collaborative Research 
on Ageing (MICRA)

£5,500

2016 PI Supporting Manchester Urban Ageing 
Research Group’s (MUARG) research 
activities

School of Social 
Sciences, the University 
of Manchester

£750

2013-
2014

PI Pilot Impact ‘Developing age-friendly 
communities: Training sessions for older 
people to become co-researchers’

Social Responsibility 
Fund, the University of 
Manchester

£1,000

2016-
2017

CO-PI Hallsworth Visiting Professor Award for Prof. 
Liesbeth De Donder (VUB, Belgium)

The University of 
Manchester

£4,400

2011-
2013

CO-I Research Grant
‘A house? A home! Ageing and the 
environment’

The Province of Brugge,
Belgium -
Stichting Mariënstede 
Vught, The Netherlands

€64,500

2012-
2013

CO-PI Powercare: A study on the role of gatekeepers 
in migrant communities

Flemish Community 
Commission, Belgium

€26,000

2013 CO-I Research Grant
‘Findings from the Belgian Ageing Studies 
(BAS) for the City of Grobbendonk’

The City of 
Grobbendonk, Belgium

€9,000

2012 CO-I Research Grant
‘Social Cohesion among Older People: 
Findings from the BAS’

Province of East-
Flanders, Belgium

€12,000

2012 CO-I Research Grant
‘Findings from the BAS for the City of Zelzat’

The City of Zelzate, 
Belgium

€9,000

2012 CO-I Research Grant
‘Findings from the BAS for the City of Genk’

The City of Genk, 
Belgium

€9,000

2012 CO-I Research Grant
‘Findings from the BAS for the City of Lint’

The City of Lint, 
Belgium

€9,000

2011 CO-I Research Grant
‘Social and Political Participation among Older
People’

Province of West-
Flanders, Belgium

€10,000

2011 CO-I Research Grant
‘Findings from the BAS for the City of Ghent’

The City of Ghent, 
Belgium

€9,000

2011 CO-I Research Grant
‘Findings from the BAS for the City of 
Arendonk’

The City of Arendonk, 
Belgium

€9,000

2010 CO-I Research Grant
‘Ready? Action. Older people and cultural 
participation’

Province of West-
Flanders, Belgium

€10,000
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3. Supervision of Research Students

Ongoing PhD Students

 Natalie  Cotterell,  full-time,  PhD  Sociology  and  CMIST,  CASE  studentship,  H-SIF  funded,
‘Growing  old  in  the  city:  Researching  social  isolation’,  The  University  of  Manchester,
September 2017 start. 

 Hayley James, PhD Sociology, full-time, ESRC funded, ‘Connecting policy with the personal:
UK pension reforms and individual decision-making’,  The University of Manchester.  Started
October 2015.

 Samuele  Remillard-Boilard,  PhD  Sociology,  full-time,  Funded  by  the  Social  Sciences  and
Humanities  Research  Council  of  Canada,  ‘Developing  age-Friendly  cities:  A  cross-national
perspective’, The University of Manchester, Started September 2015.

Completed PhD students 

 Henry  Ravindredath  Ori,  PhD  Educational  Sciences,  full-time,  Funded  by  the  Flemish
Interuniversity Council, ‘Educational and Participative Perspectives on Policy Innovation: The
Development of a National Sustainable Tourism Policy for Suriname’, member of supervisory
committee, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium, 2007-2011.

 Bieke  Abelshausen,  Educational  Sciences,  full-time,  Funded  by  the  Flemish  Interuniversity
Council,  Contextualising Integrated Coastal Zone Management the Nature of Social-ecological
Systems, member of supervisory committee, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium, 2012-2016.

 I was a mentor for An-Sofie Smetcoren, PhD in Educational Sciences, Vrije Universiteit Brussel,
Belgium, 2012-2015. 

PhDs Examined 

 Debbie Lager, PhD, Cultural geography, full-time, Funded by The Netherlands Organisation for
Scientific Research  (NWO),  ‘Perspectives  on  ageing  in  place:  Older  adults'  experiences  of
everyday life in urban neighbourhoods’, University of Groningen the Netherlands, 1 Oktober
2015. Result: No corrections.

 Marina Meeuwisse, PhD, Educational Sciences, full-time, ‘The intrinsic city’, Vrije Universiteit
Brussel, Belgium, 20 January 2014. Result: Minor corrections.

4. Lectures and Conference Activity   

Invited Lectures, Keynotes and Presentations (expenses paid)

Buffel,  T.  (2017) Age-friendly  strategies  in  Manchester  and  Brussels:  Research,  policy  and
practice. City Council of Brussels, Belgium. 

Buffel, T. (2016) Developing research with older people: Age- and dementia-friendly perspectives.
Wicking Dementia Research and Education Centre, University of Tasmania, Medical School,
Hobart, Australia. 

Buffel,  T.  (2016)  Building age-friendly  cities  and communities from Manchester to  Melbourne .
Planning for an age-friendly society. RMIT University, School of Urban and Social Studies,
Melbourne, Australia. 

Buffel, T. (2014, 2015, 2016) Conducting focus groups: From theory to practice. Inter-university
Summerschool, Doctoral Training Programme, Ghent Belgium.

Buffel, T. (2014) Involving older people as co-researchers: Critical perspectives on participatory
research. Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

Buffel, T. (2014)  Urbanisation,  ageing and social inequality.  Guest lecture for summer school.
Master in Gerontology, Policies for ageing societies, Keele University, Keele, UK. 
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Buffel,  T.  (2013)  Developing  age-friendly  communities  in  the  context  of  Flanders.  Population
Ageing and Urbanisation research seminar, the University of Manchester, UK.

Buffel, T. (2013) Developing mixed method approaches to studying place attachment among older
people. Centre for Social Gerontology Seminar Series, Social Gerontology Seminar Series,
National University of Galway, Ireland.

Buffel,  T.  (2013)  Developing  age-friendly  communities  in  the  context  of  Flanders.  Institut  für
Gerontologische Forschung, Berlin, Germany.

Buffel, T. (2013) Exploring socio-spatial practices of mobility among older Turkish migrants who
are  ageing  in  place  in  Brussels,  Belgium.  Centre  for  international  Migration  and  Social
Cohesion. University of Lisbon, Portugal. 

Buffel,  T.  (2011)  Experiences  of  social  exclusion  and  integration  in  disadvantaged  inner-city
neighbourhoods  in  Belgium  and  England.  Guest  lecture  for  summer  school.  Master  in
Gerontology, Policies for ageing societies, Keele University, Keele, UK. 

Buffel,  T.  (2011)  The  Belgian  Ageing  Studies:  Developing  participatory  methods  in  ageing
research. Guest lecture for summer school.  Nursing Department,  Dokuz Eylül University,
Izmir, Turkey.

Buffel, T. (2010) Social and environmental gerontology: Critical perspectives. Stirling Institute of
Education, Scotland, UK.

Conference Papers (selected, 2014 to date)

Buffel, T. (2017)  Promoting social inclusion and rights to urban space: Developing age-friendly
communities, the 21st IAGG World Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics, San Francisco,
USA.         

Buffel, T. (2017)  Public gerontology in action: co-defining the goals of age-friendly efforts with
older  co-researchers,  the  21st IAGG World  Congress  of  Gerontology  an  Geriatrics,  San
Francisco, USA. 

Buffel, T. and Phillipson (2017) Can global cities be ‘age-friendly cities’? Urban development and
ageing populations, the 21st IAGG World Congress of Gerontology an Geriatrics IAGG, San
Francisco, USA. 

Buffel,  T.  (2017)  Challenges  and  opportunities  of  co-research  with  older  people, 46th Annual
Conference British Society for Gerontology Conference, Swansea University, UK.

Buffel,  T.  and Phillipson  (2016)  Urban change  and globalisation:  The  impact  on  age-friendly
cities,  International  Federation  of  Ageing,  13th IFA  Global  Conference,  2016,  Brisbane,
Australia. 

Buffel, T. (2016) Developing age-friendly communities. Involving older people as co-researchers,
International Federation of Ageing, 13th IFA Global Conference, 2016, Brisbane, Australia. 

Buffel, T. (2015)  Co-defining the goals of age-friendly efforts: Involving local older residents as
co-researchers,  Gerontological  Society of America (GSA), 68th Annual Scientic  Meeting,
New Orleans, USA.

Buffel,  T.  (2015)  Involving  older  people  as  co-researchers  in  the  development  of  age-friendly
neighbourhoods.  44th Annual  Conference  British  Society  for  Gerontology  Conference,
Newcastle University, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, UK.

Buffel, T. (2015) Developing participatory research approaches to explore the age-friendliness of
neighbourhoods.  Reflections,  challenges  and  opportunities.  International  Association  of
Gerontology and Geriatrics, IAGG-ER, 8th Congress Dublin, Ireland.

Buffel,  T.  (2014)  Home,  neighbourhood  and  transnational  belonging  among  first  generation
Turkish  immigrants  living  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  Turkish  Migration  Conference,  Regent's
University London, UK.

Buffel, T. (2014) Experiences of neighbourhood exclusion and inclusion among older residents in
Manchester:  Developing  age-friendly  neighbourhoods,  XVIII International  Sociological
Association (ISA) World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama, Japan.
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Buffel, T. (2014) Experiences of place and community among first generation Turkish immigrants
living  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  XVIII International  Sociological  Association  (ISA)  World
Congress of Sociology, Yokohama, Japan. 

Buffel,  T.  (2014)  Developing  age-friendly  neighbourhoods:  An  ethnographic  perspective.  43d
Annual Conference British Society for Gerontology Conference, University of Southampton.

Buffel, T. (2014) Urban spatial change and social inequality among older adults,  Gerontological
Society of America (GSA), 67th Annual Scientic Meeting, Washington, DC, USA.

Buffel,  T.  (2014)  Social  exclusion  among  first  generation  migrants  living  in  inner-city
neighbourhoods in Belgium and England.  20th IAGG World Congress of Gerontology and
Geriatrics IAGG 2013, Seoul, South Korea. 

5. Major Academic Visits and Collaborations, in the UK and abroad

2016 to date: Director  Manchester  Urban  Ageing  Research  Group,  an  interdisciplinary
research group committed to working with government, third sector organisations,
NGOs and older people to promote ‘age-friendly’ urban environments. 

2016 to date: Collaboration with the Research Group on Care policy (CARPO) at the University
of  Jyväskylä in  Finland:  I  supported  CARPO  in  their  succesful  application  to
become a Centre of Excellence in Research on Ageing and Care (CoE AgeCare) for
the period 2018-2025, funded by the Academy of Finland.

2016 to date: Affiliate  WHO  Global  Network  for  Age-Friendly  Cities  and  Communities
aimed at inspiring, supporting and connecting cities and communities to facilitate
innovative and evidence-based solutions for ageing populations.

2016 to date: Associate  member  of  EU  COST  Action  Network  Reducing  Old-Age  Social
Exclusion  (ROSEnet),  funded  by  the  European  Commission.  (including  joint
research and comparative work on social exclusion in different European cities).

2016 to date: Member international research network ‘Solidarity in Diversity: Community, Place-
making and Citizenship’, funded by the Fund for Scientific Research, Belgium.

2016 summer: Visiting  Research  Fellow  Australian  National  University  (ANU),  Centre  for
Excellence in Population Ageing (CEPAR), Canberra, Australia.

2016 summer: Academic visit to Australia including invited talks at:
 Australian National University (ANU), Centre for Excellence in Population Ageing

(CEPAR), Canberra
 Macquarie University, department of Sociology (Sydney)
 RMIT University, School of Global Urban and Social Studies (Melbourne) 
 University of Tasmania, Wicking Dementia Research and Education Centre 
 National Ageing Research Institute (NARI) (Melbourne)
 Council on the Ageing (COTA) 
 Australian Association of Gerontology

2014 to date: Visiting Research Fellow Free University of Brussels (VUB), Belgian Ageing
Studies, Department of Educational Sciences, Brussels, Belgium.

2010 - 2016: Visiting Lecturer Anton De Kom University of Suriname, Master in Education
and  Research for Sustainable Development (MERSD), Paramaribo, Suriname.

2015: Academic  Visit  to  Keele  University,  to  teach  at  the  Summer  School  in  Social
Gerontology at Keele, UK.

2013 April: Invited Visit to National University of Ireland, Irish Centre for Social Gerontology.
2012 to date: Leading  member  of  International  Network  on  Population  Ageing  and

Urbanisation,  a  network bringing together  a  world-class  group of research  and
policy groups from across Europe, Asia and North America – leading the field in
research, policy and practice on ageing in urban environments.
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2011: Invited Visit to Dokuz Eylül University, Department of Nursing, Izmir, Turkey.
2010-2011: Visiting research fellow Keele University, UK.
2008-2011: Member  of  International  Research  Network  ‘Dealing  with  Difference  and

Otherness  in  Urban  Environments.  Emergent  Learning  and  Democratic
Citizenship’, funded by the Fund for Scientific Research Flanders (FWO), Belgium.

6. Other Indicators of Research-Related Academic Esteem

Professional Advisory or Consultancy Work

2017 to date: Advisory role for the research project ‘Developing Participatory Approaches
to Care in Deprived Urban Environments’, funded by the Faculty of Humanities
and  Social  Sciences  Strategic  Investment  Fund  (H-SIF),  The  University  of
Manchester and Manchester City Council.

2015 to date: Advisory role and academic support to  Manchester City Council, Age-Friendly
Manchester team.

2015 to date: Academic support and advisory role for the ‘Ambition for Ageing Programme’, a
Greater Manchester level programme aimed at creating more age-friendly places
and  empowering  people  to  live  fulfilling  lives  as  they  age,  funded  by  the  Big
Lottery Fund’s Ageing Better programme.

2015-2016: Member  of  the  expert  advisory  board  for  the  ‘Knowing-How  project:  Co-
producing a Social Research Training Programme for the Third Sector’, funded by
the  Faculty  of  Humanities Strategic  Investment  Fund  at  the  University  of
Manchester. 

2014-2015: Member of the advisory committee supporting the ‘Co-researcher Involvement and
Public Engagement’ dimension of the ESRC/NIHR funded ‘Neighbourhoods and
Dementia Programme’, with Caroline Swarbrick, the University of Manchester. 

2011-2013: Consultancy and academic support to the EU Lifelong Learning Programme
‘Nature for Care, Care for Nature’, INTERREG IVB; an international project to
promote intergenerational activities and learning between elderly and young people
in their own neighbourhood. 

Conference and Sessions Organised

 Conference planning committee, British Society of Gerontology conference 2018, Manchester.

 Organiser of research seminar series, Manchester Urban Ageing Research Group (MUARG).

 Chair  of  selected  presidential  symposium,  ‘Collaborative  Urbanism  and  Coproduction’:
International  perspectives  on  building  age-friendly  communities,  IAGG  World  Congress  of
Gerontology an Geriatrics IAGG, 2017, San Francisco, USA.

 Organiser  international  network  meeting,  ‘International  Network  Population  Ageing  and
Urbanisation’ (INPAU) (ESRC funded International Partnership and Networking Scheme), 2014,
at the Free University of Brussels, Belgium.

 Conference  Planning  Committee,  International  Conference  on  Social  Sciences  (3500
participants), 2009, Izmir, Turkey.

 Symposium chair/convenor (selected, 2013 to date):
 ‘Critical Perspectives on Age-Friendly Communities:  An emerging Evidence Base’,  International

Federation of Ageing, 13th IFA Global Conference, 2016, Brisbane, Australia. 
 ‘Critical Perspectives on Age-Friendly Communities: From Theory to Social Practice’, International

Federation of Ageing, 13th IFA Global Conference, 2016, Brisbane, Australia. 
 ‘Implementing  Age-Friendly  Policies  and  Practices:  International  Perspectives’,  44th  Annual

Conference British Society for Gerontology Conference, Newcastle University, UK.
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 ‘Wellbeing in Later Life: An Interdisciplinary and Comparative Focus’, Gerontological Society of
America (GSA), 67th Annual Scientic Meeting, Washington, DC, USA.

 ‘Making the Case for Age-Friendly Environments: An interdisciplinary approach, 20th IAGG World
Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics IAGG 2013, Seoul, South Korea.

 ‘Age-friendly Communities and Urbanisation: Contested Notions in Contested Spaces’, 41st Annual
British Society of Gerontology Conference, 2013, Oxford University, UK.

Prizes and Awards

 Winner National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE) awards, 2016,
Category ‘Working in Partnership’ with my research Developing Age-Friendly Communities in
Manchester.

 Finalist  National  Co-ordinating  Centre  for  Public  Engagement  (NCCPE)  awards,  2016,
Category ‘Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences’ with my research Developing Age-Friendly
Communities in Manchester.

 Winner ‘Making a Difference Award’,  2015, for Social  Responsibility  & Impact through
Research, the University of Manchester.

 Best  Paper  Runner  Up at  the  Turkish  Migration  Conference,  London,  2014 for  the  paper:
‘Experiences of home among first generation Turkish immigrants living in Brussels, Belgium
(Buffel, 2014).

 Intra-European  Marie  Curie  Individual  Fellowship,  European  Commission,  2013-2015,
The University of Manchester. 

 Best Poster Prize, Gerontological Society of America, 2013,  ‘Neighborhood influences on
the decision to volunteer in later life’, 65th Scientific Meeting of the Gerontological Society of
America, San Diego, US.

 Fund for Scientific Research (FWO) award, PhD studentship, Free University of Brussels.

 Outstanding Master Thesis award, 2006, Stichting Volkshogeschoolwerk , The Netherlands.

B. TEACHING AND LEARNING

Summary of Units Taught
 Advanced  Qualitative  Research  Methods:  Unit  Leader  2011/2012,  2012/2013,  2013/2014,

2014/2015, 2015/2016, second year Masters (PG),  50 students/year, Master in Education and
Research for Sustainable Development, Anton De Kom University of Suriname.

 Qualitative Interviewing: Theory and Practice: Unit Leader 2013/2014, 2014/2015, 2015/2016,
PhD  Training  Programme  (PG),  45  students/year,  Doctoral  Schools,  Free  University  of
Brussels; Ghent University; Leuven University.

 Social  Sciences  and  Research  Methods:  Unit  Leader  2009/2010,  2010/2011,  2011/2012,
2012/2013,  2013/2014,  first  year  Masters  (PG),  50 students/year,  Master  in  Education  and
Research for Sustainable Development, Anton De Kom University of Suriname. 

 Cultural Policy: Unit Leader 2012/2013, first year Bachelor (UG) Educational Sciences,  120
students, Free University of Brussels, VUB. 

 Organisation  and  Structure  of  the  Cultural  Sector:  Unit  Leader  2012/2013,  first  year
Bachelor (UG) Educational Sciences, 120 students, Free University of Brussels, VUB. 

 Introduction to Adult Educational Sciences, Seminar Leader 2006-2009, first year Bachelor
(UG) Educational Sciences, 110 students, Free University of Brussels, VUB. 

 Bachelor/UG dissertation supervision and MA/MSc dissertation supervision, 2010 to date.
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Programmes Taught On
Since 2010 I have taught on the following programmes (invited guest lectures on a variety of topics
including ageing policies; critical perspectives on ageing; urban ageing; social exclusion, etc.)

 The MSc Sociological Research / MA in Sociology Postgraduate Programme, The University of
Manchester (25 students). (PG)

 Methods@Manchester Programme, School of Social Sciences, The University of Manchester (30
students). (PG)

 Master  of  Social  Science,  Global,  Urban and  Social  Studies,  RMIT University,  Melbourne,
Australia (50 students). (PG)

 Bachelor of Dementia Care, University of Tasmania, Medical School, Hobart (40 students and
members of staff). (UG)

 Postgraduate in gerontology, Keele University, UK (25 students). (PG)
 Doctoral Schools PhD Training programme, Free University of Brussels, Ghent University and

Leuven University (93 students). (PG)
 Master in Education and Research for Sustainable Development, Anton De Kom University of

Suriname (50 students). (PG)
 BA in Management, Care and Policy in Gerontology, Free University of Brussels, Belgium (25

students) (UG)
 BA in General Medicine Practice, University of Ghent, Belgium (180 students) (UG)
 BA in Pedagogy, University of Ghent, Belgium (160 students) (UG)
 BA and MSc in Adult Education Sciences, Free University of Brussels, Belgium (120 and 90

students) (UG and PG)
 BA in Nursing, Dokuz Eylul University, Izmir, Turkey (130 students) (UG)
 MSc in Ethics and Humanistics, Free University of Brussels, Belgium (40 students) (PG)
 Postgraduate Training Geriatrics, University College Ghent, Belgium (60 students) (PG)

Between  2010 and 2015 I  was  an  academic  advisor  for  students  on  the  Bachelor  and Master
Programmes of Educational Sciences at the Free University of Brussels, Belgium and the Master in
Education and Research for Sustainable Development, Anton De Kom University of Suriname. 

Other Teaching
 2013-2016: I delivered a Research Methods Programme to 18 older people who were trained

to  become  co-researchers and  conduct  interviews  with  hard-to-reach  older  people  in  their
neighbourhood. The training formed part of a participatory action research project which I led
aimed at developing ‘age-friendly’ communities in Manchester. 

 2015 to 2017: I taught on the  Manchester Institute for Collaborative Research on Ageing
(MICRA)’s  PhD conference  and  the  MICRA PhD network  meeting,  bringing  together  PhD
students with an interest in ageing from a variety of disciplines. The focus of my contributions
was on career development during and after a PhD on ageing issues.

 2008-2010: I organised and delivered an  ‘empowerment trajectory’ project with 16 women
from  Turkish  migration  backgrounds  living  in  the  most  deprived  neighbourhood  of
Brussels/Belgium. Sessions were co-designed with the participants and provided a response to a
range of social, health and educational needs.
 

Teaching Assessment Scores 
 Advanced Qualitative Research Methods, 2015/2016, Anton De Kom University of Suriname,

50 students: Mean 4.8 out of 5 (faculty mean 3.6) based on ‘my teaching was excellent’ (84%
strongly agree; 12% agree; remaining 4% neither agree nor disagree).
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 Organisation and Structure of the Cultural Sector, 2012/2013, Free University of Brussels, 120
students:  Mean 4.71 out of 5 (faculty mean 3.7) based on ‘my teaching was excellent’ (82%
strongly agree; 10% agree; 6% neither agree nor disagree; 2% disagree).

Teaching Related Activities

 Research Practicum Guidance and Master Dissertation support, 2010-2016, Anton De Kom
University of Suriname.

 Placement Tutor for third Bachelor students Educational Sciences, 2010-2012, Free University
of Brussels, Belgium.

 Department  Coordinator  Erasmus  Exchange,  2006-2008,  Responsible  for  incoming  and
outgoing international exchange students. 

Innovative work and contributions to curriculum reform and development
 2012-2013: In my first year as a lecturer, I designed the Bachelor course ‘Organisation and

Structure of the Cultural Sector’, using a project-based learning strategy aimed improving
students’ knowledge of the cultural sector at the same time as increasing their organisational
skills.  The  project’s  focus  was  on  developing  a  cultural  programme  (e.g.  street  theatre,
concerts, poetry.) at the University campus. My role was to guide and support the students in
applying for funding, managing the project from start to finish, and provide feedback at the
outset, during the project’s execution, and after its completion. 
 Following the success of the initiative (over 1500 visitors), which was called “Art Beats –

7  days  of  City  Culture”,  the  project  is  now part  of  the  curriculum for  students  in
Educational  Sciences,  receiving  support  from a  variety  of  organisations  as  well  as  the
University.

 The  project  gained  recognition  from  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Psychology  and
Educational  Sciences:  ‘Congratulations,  a  massive achievement;  the students  obviously
loved it,  and praised you for your guidance, being inspiring and challenging them.’ (16
Oktober, 2013)

 2013-2014: I contributed to the  Curriculum Reform Working Group for the Bachelor and
Master in Educational Sciences.

 2010 to 2016: In my role as lecturer in the Master of Education and Sustainable Development
at the Anton de Kom University of Suriname, I have advised and guided staff on new course
unit proposals in research methods. 

Examination Responsibilities
 2012-2013: Member of Educational Sciences Exam Board, Free University of Brussels.

 2010-2016: Member of Exam Board Master of Education and Sustainable Development, De
Kom University of Suriname.

Appointments held relating to teaching and learning
 2010-2016: Visiting Lecturer, Master of Education and Sustainable Development, Anton De

Kom University of Suriname.
 2010-2016:  Member  of  Programme  Committee,  Master  of  Education  and  Sustainable

Development, Anton De Kom University of Suriname.
 2012-2013: Lecturer in Educational Sciences, Free University of Brussels.

 2012-2013:  Member  of  Programme  Committee,  Educational  Sciences,  Free  University  of
Brussels.
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Voluntary Activities with Students
 2008-2013: Co-organiser of annual international study trip with Master students Educational

Sciences, Free University of Brussels (Including Krakow, Manchester and Rotterdam)

 2008-2013: Speaker  for ‘Discover Educational  Sciences  Day’ including ‘taster lectures’  for
secundary school students 

 2008-2010:  Guest  speaker  at  the  University  College  of  Ghent  for  Social  Work  students
interested in studying Educational Sciences at the Free University of Brussels.

C.  ACADEMIC ENTERPRISE AND KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER

Invitations  to  present  external  lectures  and  other  contributions  to  professional
conferences and other public events 

 Invited key-note about my research on ‘Age-Friendly Cities’ at the  United Nations (UN),
Headquarters New York, for The General Assembly’s Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing
aimed at strengthening the protection of the human rights of older persons, July 2015.
 380 delegates from countries all over the world attended the meeting, including NGOs representing

older people worldwide, policy makers and policy stakeholders. 

 Invited  key-note  about  my  research  on  ‘Age-Friendly  Cities’  at  public  lecture  seminar
‘Shaping the  Future,  Planning  for  Homes  in  an  Ageing World’,  Australian  Association  of
Gerontology; New South Wales Ministerial Advisory Committee on Ageing; Council on the
Ageing (COTA) New South Wales, Sydney, June 2016. 
 80  attendees including  Treasury  official,  Minister  for  housing,  urban  planners,  organisations

representing older people in New South Wales, academics and older people.
 Media coverage and impact including 9.1k views and 267 comments on the Starts at 60 facebook

page https://www.facebook.com/startsat60/

 Invited key-note at public lecture seminar ‘Building Age-Friendly Cities & Communities from
Manchester  to  Melbourne’,  Council  on  the  Ageing  (COTA)  Victoria;  National  Ageing
Research Institute (NARI); Municipal Association of Victoria; RMIT University, Melbourne,
July 2016. 
 85 attendees including policy stakeholders, representatitives of NGOs, academics, older people,

age-friendly ambassadors and urban planners.
 Impact: influenced State government policy-makers (according to the event organisers), who have

now organised an 'Age-Friendly Victoria Roundtable' for more exchange and networking across the
many interested parties.

 Invited key-note at public lecture seminar ‘Urban policies for ageing populations: Developing
new  agendas’,  Council  on  the  Ageing  (COTA)  Canberra and  Centre  for  Excellence  in
Population Ageing Research (CEPAR), Australian National University, Canberra, Australia,
July 2016. 
 90 attendees including policy stakeholders, representatives of NGOs, age-friendly ambassadors,

academics, public health practitioners, social workers, urban planners and architects.
 Impact: Influenced discussions about how to develop Canberra as an age-friendly city /region.

 Invited talk and workshop leader at  Age Platform Europe,  Brussels, at the Launch of the
Covenant of Demographic Change and Innovation for Age-Friendly Environments in Europe,
June, 2015.
 160 attendees including local and regional authorities and NGO’s from across Europe.
 Impact: My research around co-production has been promoted as a good practice example in the

work of Age-Platform (on their website, as well through the thematic network on innovation for
age-friendly environments AFE-INNOVNET and the WHO).

 Invited talk at the Full Council Meeting, Manchester City Council, Town Hall, to present
my research informing ‘Age-Friendly’ Manchester policies, May 2015 (88 counsillors attended).
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 Invited  talk at  one  day  Neighbourhood  effect  symposium,  Manchester  Institute  for
Collaborative  Research  on  Ageing;   fRaill:  Frailty,  Resilience  And  Inequality  in  Later
Life; and the Lifelong Health and Wellbeing research group, June 2015 (90 attendees including
academics, practitioners, policy makers and older people).

 Invited talk at the  Court of Justice and the Audit Office, Brussels, focusing on how to use
qualiative  research  in  policy  evaluations,  August  2015  (66  attendees including  government
officials, auditors and administrative staff).

 Invited public  lecture ‘Participatory  methods in  ageing research.  The case of  the Belgian
Ageing  Studies’  for  Cities@Manchester and  the  Manchester  Institute  for  Collaborative
Research  on  Ageing,  March  2013  (55  attendees including  public  health  practitioners,
community development workers, policy stakeholders and older people).

 Invited talk at the Manchester ESRC Festival of Social Sciences, to demonstrate how social
science research can contribute to creating age-friendly environments from the perspective of
older people, policy makers and business, November 2015 (Over 150 attendees including public
health practitioners, community development workers, policy stakeholders and older people)

 Invited talk ‘Defining Social  Isolation’  for the Ambition for Ageing Programme,  Greater
Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisation (GMCVO), December 2015  (35 attendees
including volunteers, professionals and organisations involved in delivering the Ambition for Ageing
Programme).

 Invited  talk at  the  Eurocities  Healthy  and  Active  Ageing  Working  Group meeting  in
Manchester,  bringing  together  local  governments  of  over  130  of  Europe’s  largest  cities,
September 2015 (25 government officials and policy stakeholders).

 Presentation for the International Network on Population Ageing and Ageing (INPAU), at
the Amsterdam meeting, January 2014 (22 attendees including academics, local authorities, NGOs
and charitable bodies committed to promoting active ageing in urban environments).

 Invited talk and workshop leader at ‘Urban futures: How could our ageing populations shape
the  built  environment  –  identifying  research  gaps  and design  solutions’,  Manchester  City
Council and Manchester Institute for Collaborative Research on Ageing, Town Hall, October
2014 (180 attendees including older people, public health practitioners, policy stakeholders, third sector
organisations).

 Invited talk at the Brussels’ City Council, Belgium, Town Hall, presenting research findings
from the Belgian Ageing Studies project in Brussels, May 2013  (82 attendees including policy
stakeholders, older people’s organisations, community groups, third sector and older people).

 Invited talk at the Age-friendly Manchester Senior Strategy Group, Town Hall, May 2013:
A senior  group  who  steers  the  city's  age-friendly  strategy  including  elected  members  and
officers from local government, the NHS, academia, and representatives of local older people.

 Invited talk at the  City Council of Ghent, Belgium, Town Hall, presenting research about
older people’s political participation, January 2013  (147 attendees including policy stakeholders,
councillors, older people’s organisations, community groups and third sector).

 Invited talk at the Older People’s Forum and Board,  Manchester City Council, Town Hall,
Valuing  Older  People  (now Age-Friendly  Manchester),  February  2012  (Over  300  attendees
including older people and older people’s organisations).

 Invited  talk for  the  National  Advisory  Board for  Older  People conference  focusing  on
Active Ageing, Brussels parlement, Brussels, January 2012 (Over 150 attendees including older
people’s organisations, policy stakeholders, public health practitioners and older people).

Involvement in executive education or continuing professional development 

 Designed and delivered training focusing on ‘Working Collaboratively with Older People’
for  the  members  of  staff  and  volunteers  involved  in  delivering  the  Ambition  for  Ageing
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Programme, a £10.2 million Greater Manchester level programme aimed at creating more age
friendly places, January 2016.

 Designed  and  delivered  ‘Qualitative  Research  Methods’  courses  for  the  Inter-University
Doctoral Training Programme, Belgium, 2015-2016. 

 Designed and delivered a qualitative research training module for Methods@Manchester,
focusing on conducting & analysing focusgroup interviews, April 2014.

 Designed and delivered  a  module focusing on ‘Social  Aspects  of  Ageing’  for the Nursing
Training Programme, University College of Ghent, Belgium, 2010-2012.

 Designed and delivered a Research Training Workshop for Teaching Assistants at the Master
of  Education  and Research  Programme in Sustainable  Development  at  the  Anton de Kom
University of Suriname.

Public policy advice/service in a professional capacity 

 Member of Ageing Strategy Working Group, Age-Friendly Manchester, a working group to
support and refresh the city-wide ageing policy strategy, 2017 to date. 

 Advisory role and academic support to  Manchester City Council, Age-Friendly Manchester
team, 2015 to date.

 Advisory role and academic support to  Brussels City Council, Brussels for Senior Citizens,
the Seniors Service of the City of Brussels, 2010-2013. 

Examples of leadership in academic enterprise

 Director Manchester Urban Ageing Research Group (MUARG).

 Lead editor of book ‘Age-Friendly Communities and Communities:  A Global Perspective’
(Policy Press, forthcoming), building on the work of the International Network of Population
Ageing and Urbanisation (INPAU).

 Successfully  developed and delivered an innovative co-production research programme
involving older  people  as co-researchers;  this  approach is  now used in  other  projects  both
within  and  outside  the  University.  This  was  recognised  by  the  Senior  Manager  for  Age-
Friendly Manchester, Manchester City Council: 
“This programme breaks new ground in working with older people as co-producers of research and
policy. It throws down an exciting challenge to those shaping public policies to support older people”. 

 Founding member of the Belgian Ageing Studies research group with Prof. D. Verte, Prof. L.
De Donder, Dr. N. De Witte and Dr. S. Dury, 2004-2013.

 Media exposure: Guest academic speaker on BBC Manchester radio (2016): ‘Developing age-
friendly cities’; Guest academic speaker on local (Brussels) and national TV in Belgium (2010-
2013); 15 Newspaper articles about my research in quality newspapers in Belgium, including
De Standaard, De Morgen, La Capitale, Le Soir and Knack.

Examples of community or public engagement whether local, national or international 
which build on the social responsibility priorities of the discipline area or School

 I organised a number of  public engagement activities as part of the participatory research
project ‘Developing Age-Friendly Communities’ which I led between 2013-2016:
 6  research  training  sessions for  18  older  Manchester  residents who  were  trained  as  co-

researchers as part of the project.
 4 reflection meetings with these co-researchers to reflect upon their role in the project.
 3  dissimination  workshops bringing  together  older  people,  community  organisations,  local

government departments, voluntary organisations, health and care services, urban planners, local
businesses (approx 65 attendees per workshops).

 A public  lecture about  the  research organised by  the  Manchester  Institute  for  Collaborative
Research on Ageing in collaboration with Manchester City Council.
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 Participation in 8 community events to raise awareness about the research project as well as to
dissiminate  findings.  Examples  include:  winter  warm  events;  local  history  groups;  events
organised  by  Chorlton  Good  Neighbours,  the  local  care  group;  and  the  Community  Forum
Whalley Range. Feedback included:

“The research enables us to look at ways of moving forward with future initiatives taking the
research  findings  into  account  and  utilising  the  expertise  and  experiences  of  our  local  co-
researchers.  The  project  is  also  beneficial  to  other  areas  across  Manchester  as  a  good
example/resource for identifying priorities of residents and examining the definition of an age-
friendly neighbourhood.” (Community development worker, Whalley Range)

 Examples of impact: 

Sustainability of the project: the group of co-researchers have set themselves up as a group to
apply for funding and to find solutions to the issues they identified in the research.

The project led to a number of changes in the local communities, including the reinstatement of
the 85A bus service in Whalley Range. 

 Together with the participants involved in my research, I produced the film ‘Researching Age-
Friendly Cities’ with over 5,000 views on youtube to date
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXELgwHQ34o

 Dissimination of research findings of the project ‘Developing Age-Friendly Communities’ at
the Community Celebrate Festival at Manley Park, Whalley Range, 2016, including:
 An Age-Friendly Marquee including display of noticeboards and banners presenting key findings

from the research
 An ‘Opinion Tree’ to stimulate discussion around age-friendly initiatives and priorities
 Promotion of intergenerational and age-friendly projects and initiatives
 Feedback from visitors included: 

“The display boards were vibrant, easy to read and in Plain English – and the atmosphere in the
marquee meant that people who had any questions were relaxed enough to discuss the work with
the researchers and other residents”.
“I feel the Age-friendly Marquee demonstrated to people that the opinions of residents around
ageing and priorities are taken seriously and used to influence change”.

 I produced a number of  publications, brochures and bulletins aimed at a wide audience,
including:
 A brochure (With Samuele Remillard Boilard and Chris Phillipson) focusing on Tackling Social

Isolation in Old Age including examples of interventions
 An edited book presenting the story of the older co-researchers involved in the project
 A brochure (with Patty Doran) ‘Translating research into action. Involving older people in co-

producing knowledge about age-friendly neighbourhood interventions’.
 Blog for policy@manchester ‘How can we make our towns and cities more age-friendly?’ 

 The  novel  features  of  my  research  involving  public  engagement  and  collaboration  with
community stakeholders have been acknowledged in:
 Prizes and awards: ‘Making a Difference Award’ for outstanding local community collaboration

at the University of Manchester; and the  ‘Engage ’ prize for best partnership initiative from the
National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE). 

The  director  of  MICRA  director  identified  my  research  as  an  outstanding  example  of  how
research can contribute to the University’s social responsibility agenda:  

“It  is  a  fine  example  of  the  work  that  can  be  done  drawing  together  different  groups  and
illustrates a great partnership between the researchers and the City Council which has been of
great benefit to older people and to the University”.

 Recognition within the University of Manchester, e.g.:

 I was asked to deliver the University of Manchester’s contribution to an edited collection
presenting  best practice examples of University Social Responsibility across the world.
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(Buffel, Skyrme and Phillipson, 2017 in Shek and Hollister, University Social Responsibility
and Quality of Life, A Global Survey of Concepts and Experiences. Springer: Singapore).

 My research featured in the University of Manchester Magazine, 41, p. 26-27, ‘A wealth
of Experience’.

 My research and its impact on policy and communities is highlighted on the website of the
Manchester  Institute  for  Collaborative  Research  on  Ageing  (MICRA);  and  the  Social
Sciences’ website.

 My  research  will  feature  in  the  ‘Our  Vision’ brochure  produced  by  the  Faculty  of
Humanities, the University of Manchester.

 International and national recognition from key organisations who promoted my work through
their  websites or publications: the  World Health Organisation,  Age Platform Europe,  Age
UK, British Society of Gerontology. 

E.g. The WHO, in the World Report on Ageing and Health, commented on my research:

 “This study represents a significant methodological step forward in developing new models for
community engagement. Interventions such as those used in the study represent excellent sources
of  data,  valuable  exercises  in  community  engagement  for  all  participants,  and  cost-effective
mechanisms for producing informed policy in times of austerity” (WHO, 2015, p 222).

E.g. Reference to my work in  Postnote ‘Creating Age-Friendly Cities’,  number 539, October
2016, Houses of Parliament, Parliamentary Office of Science & Technology.

D.  ACADEMIC SERVICE

General responsibility for an area of academic activity
 2016 to date: PI of Future Leaders’ research, with responsibility of line managing Jen Prattley,

postdoctoral researcher 
 2016 to date: Director of Manchester Urban Ageing Research group (MUARG), including the

organisation of MUARG Seminar Series
 2015-2016: PI of MICRA seedcorn grant, with responsibility of line managing Patty Doran
 2013-2015: PI Marie Curie Fellowship, with responsibility of line managing Rebecca Bromley
 2006-2008: Department Coordinator Erasmus Exchange staff and students, Free University of

Brussels
Service as External Examiner and Referee

 PhD examiner for Debbie Lager (2015, University of Groningen the Netherlands) and Marina
Meeuwisse (2014, Free University of Brussels, Belgium)

 Referee of research grant proposals for The Economic and Social Research Council, UK;
The European Commission; The Fund for Scientific Research (FWO), Flanders, Belgium; The
Netherlands  Organisation  for  Scientific  Research  (NOW),  The  Netherlands;  The  Vienna
Science and Technology Fund, Austria

 Peer-reviewer for the following journals:  British Journal  of Sociology;  Ageing & Society;
Health  Promotion  International;  Research  on Aging;  International  Social  Work;  Journal  of
Housing  and  the  Built  Environment;  Housing  Studies;  Community  Development;  Cities;
Journal of Housing and the Elderly.

 Conference abstract reviewing:
 Gerontological Society of Gerontology Conference
 International Conference on Social Sciences

Holding of an office in a learned society or professional body

 2016 to date: Executive committee member of the British Society of Gerontology, UK
 2006-2012: Board of management Citizenne, Adult Educational Centre Brussels, Belgium
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