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Aging2.0 | A global network of innovators...
60 Chapters, 150 corporate partners and annual OPTIMIZE event in San Francisco 
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Eight topics reflect priorities for older adults and industry

...taking on eight ‘grand challenges’ in ageing

www.aging2.com/grandchallenges/report
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▫ Tech (big data and AI) could help deliver healthy 

ageing at scale

▫ However, it will need an ecosystem approach to 

address key issues that arise 

▫ Europe can - and should - be the global leader here 
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Source: Mary Meeker, KPCB

Increasing speed of adoption and ubquity of new technologies
Reduction in time taken to reach 25% of population

https://www.recode.net/2018/5/30/17385116/mary-meeker-slides-internet-trends-code-conference-2018
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Voice interfaces deliver a new way to engage with technology

 Amazon Echo enables ‘invisible’ computing, building a global developer base
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New health data sources developed using AI and machine learning 
University of Washington can identify obesity levels via analysis of Google Maps, which 
matches features such as parks, street layout and recreation services to health levels.



Stephen Johnston | Sept 14, 2018 | Basque Country | @sdbj

Self-driving cars can solve - or exacerbate - mobility issues
By July 2018, Google’s Waymo cars had driven 8m miles on public roads (5bn in simulations) 
generating a unique dataset. In August, Toyota put $500m into Uber - at a $76bn valuation. 
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Tech for good? Facial recognition in China is becoming ubiquitous
A Chinese high school in Hangzhou is using facial-recognition technology that scans students 
every 30 seconds to measure an individual’s emotions and activities. 
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▫ Tech (big data and AI) could help deliver healthy 

ageing at scale

▫ However, it will need an ecosystem approach to 

address key issues that arise 

▫ Europe can - and should - be the global leader here 
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Multiple data sources available from the individual and their environment
 Drivers of healthy ageing are more than clinical

Source: WHO
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0KIqRAoGBk
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An ecosystem approach can address key issues and optimize learnings 

GOVERNANCE

Ethical, moral and 
democratic framework

LEARNINGS

Expertise development, 
best practices and 

constant improvement

INTEGRATION

A common ‘language’ for 
challenges; sharing business 
value and a seamless UX

DATA

Health & non-health 
data and stories from 
the data, addressing 
ownership, openness 
and value. 

Local 
ecosystems 
for healthy 

ageing
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▫ Tech (big data and AI) could help deliver healthy 

ageing at scale

▫ However, it will need an ecosystem approach 

▫ Europe can - and should - be the global leader here 
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Selection of leading European startups are helping deliver healthy ageing 
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Smart homes

Brain health

Mindmate

Health and 
social care

Connection & 
Community amaven
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Turning Europe’s ageing demographics and storied history into an asset
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1. Munich, Germany
2. Tokyo, Japan
3. Vienna, Austria
4. Zurich, Switzerland
5. Copenhagen, Denmark
6. Berlin, Germany
7. Madrid, Spain
8. Hamburg, Germany
9. Melbourne, Australia

10. Helsinki, Finland
11. Stockholm, Sweden
12. Lisbon, Portugal

10 of the top 12 livable cities in the world, according to Monocle’s 2018 survey



Stephen Johnston | Sept 14, 2018 | Basque Country | @sdbj

Vitoria, Basque Country
Sept 14, 2018  

Stephen Johnston
Co-founder, Aging2.0, Founder, Fordcastle. 
Advisor: MySense.ai, Sompo Holdings, Irvine Health Foundation, Music & Memory.

Building a world-class ageing innovation 
ecosystem in Europe


